
Prague (Czech: Praha) is the capital and largest city of the Czech Republic. Situated on the Vltava river in central 
Bohemia, it is home to approximately 1.2 million people. (It can be derived from jobs statistics, however, that an additional 
300,000 work there without having registered as residents.)

Nicknames for Prague have included "city of a hundred spires" and "the golden city". Since 1992, the historic center of 
Prague has been included in the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites. According to Guinness World Records, Prague Castle 
is the largest ancient castle in the world.

History
The land, where Prague was to be built, has been settled since the Paleolithic Age. Several thousands of years ago, there were 
trade routes connecting southern parts of Europe to nothern Europe going through this area, following the course of the river. 
From around 500 BC the Celts, the Boii, were the first known inhabitants of this region known by name. The Boii named the 
region Bohemia and the river Vltava. In between 9 and 6 AD Germanic tribe Marcomanni migrated to Bohemia and other 
Germanic tribes followed during the 5th century AD, but in the 6th century their elites and majority of inhabitants moved to 
the Danubian area which enabled Slavic tribe invading West, settle in this area. Czech Slavic tribe came to Bohemia in the 6th 
century and Forefather Czech became the founder of the Czech nation.

According to legend, Princess Libuše, the sovereign of the Czech tribe, married humble plowman Přemysl and founded the 
dynasty with the same name. The legendary Princess made many prophecies from her castle Libusin located in central 
Bohemia. (The archeologist finds dating back to the seventh century support this theory). In one prophecy she foresaw the 
glory of Prague. One day she had a vision: "I see a vast city, whose glory will touch the stars! I see a place in the middle of a 
forest where a steep cliff rises above the Vltava River. There is a man, who is chiseling the treshold (prah) for the house. A 
castle named Prague (Praha) will be build there. Just as the princes and the dukes stoop in front of a threshold, they will bow 
to the castle and to the city around. It will be honored, renowned of great repute, and praise will be bestowed upon it by the 
entire world."

From around 936, the Czech rulers got most of Bohemia under their control. The first Bohemian ruler acknowledged by the 
historians was Czech Prince Borivoj Premyslovec, who ruled in the second half of the 9th century. He and his wife Ludmila 
(who became a patron saint of Bohemia after her death) were baptized by Metodej who (together with his brother Cyril) 
brought Christianity to Moravia in 863. Borivoj moved his seat from fortified settlement Levý Hradec to a place called Prague 
(Praha). It was also called the Prague castle grounds or shortly Prague Castle. Since Borivoj's reign, it became the seat of the 
Czech rulers. (Prague Castle became the largest inhabited fortress in the world, the seat of the Czech president at present).

Borivoj's grandson, Prince Wenceslas, initiated friendly relations with the Saxon dynasty. Wenceslas wanted Bohemia to 
become an equal partner in a bigger empire. (Just as Bohemia had belonged to Great Moravia in the 9th century and to Samo's 
empire in the 7th century; both these empires were founded to resist the attacks of the Avars). Orientation towards the Saxons 
was not favored by his brother Boleslav, and it was the main reason why Prince Wenceslas was assassinated on September 28, 
929. He was buried at St. Vitus' Rotunda, the church he founded. (It stood where now St. Wenceslas' Chapel in St. Vitus' 
Cathedral is). A few years later Wenceslas was canonized and he became the Bohemia's most beloved patron saint. He is the 
"Good King Wenceslas" from the Christmas carol. In 962, Boleslav changed his mind and Bohemia became part of the newly 
instituted Roman Empire when Otto I the Great from the Saxon dynasty became the emperor. (It was the beginning of Holy 
Roman Empire, the name that started to be used in the 12th century).

By the early 10th century, the area around and below Prague Castle had developed into an important seat for trading, where 
merchants coming from all Europe settled. In 965, the Jewish merchant and traveler Ibrahim ibn Ya'qub wrote: "Prague is 
built from stone and lime, and it has the biggest trade center. Slavs are on the whole courageous and brave...They occupy the 
lands which are the most fertile and abundant with all food supply."

In 973, a bishopric was founded in Bohemia with the bishop's palace located on the Prague castle grounds. The first Czech 
bishop was Adalbert who became a Czech, Polish and Hungarian patron saint after he was canonized in 999.

Next to the Romanesque fortified settlement of Prague, another Romanesque fortified settlement was built across the river 
Vltava at Vysehrad in the 11th century. During the reign of Prince Vratislav II, who gained the title King of Bohemia 
Vratislav I in 1085, Vysehrad became the temporary seat of the Czech rulers.

Prince Vladislav II gained the title King of Bohemia Vladislav I in 1158. Many monasteries and many churches were built 
under the rule of this king. The Strahov Monastery, built in the Romanesque style, was founded in 1142. The first bridge over 
the river Vltava — the Judith Bridge — was build in 1170. (It crumbled in 1342 and a new bridge, later called Charles Bridge 
was built instead in 1357).

In 1212, Bohemia became the kingdom when Prince Premysl Otakar I gained the title of King by inheritance from Frederick 
II (Emperor from 1215), legalized in the document called the "Golden Bull of Sicily". The king's daughter became another 
Bohemian saint. Agnes preferred to enter the convent than to marry Emperor Frederick II.

In the 13th century, the towns started to rise. Three settlements around the Prague castle grounds gained the privilege of a 



town. The settlement below Prague Castle became New Town of Prague in 1257 under King Otakar II, later renamed Little 
Quarter of Prague Malá Strana. The town of Hradčany build around its square, just outside of the Prague's castle grounds, 
dates to 1320. Across the river Vltava, Old Town of Prague Staré Město gained the privilege of a town already in 1230.

In the 13th century, King Premysl Otakar II was the most powerful king of Holy Roman Empire of his era, known as King of 
Iron and Gold. He ruled in seven more countries, and his reign stretched from Silesia to the Adriatic coast.

The Premyslovec dynasty ruled until 1306 when the male line died out. The next dynasty became Luxembourg dynasty when 
Eliska, sister of the last Premyslovec ruler, married John of Luxembourg.

The city flourished during the 14th century reign of Charles IV, of the Luxembourg dynasty. Charles was the oldest son of 
Czech Princess Eliska Premyslovna and John of Luxembourg. He was born in Prague in 1316. He became King of Bohemia 
upon the death of his father in 1346. Due to Charles' effort, the bishopric of Prague was raised to an archbishopric in 1344. On 
April 7, 1348 he founded the first university in central, northern and eastern Europe, now called Charles University, which is 
the oldest Czech university and was the first German university . At the same year he also founded New Town (Nové Město) 
adjacent to Old Town. Charles rebuilt Prague Castle and Vysehrad, and a new bridge was erected, now called Charles Bridge. 
The construction of St. Vitus' Cathedral has begun. Many new churches were founded. In 1355, Charles was crowned 
Emperor in Rome. Prague became the capital of Holy Roman Empire. Charles wanted Prague to become one of the most 
beautiful cities in the world. He wanted Prague to be the dominant city of the whole empire, Prague Castle the dominant site 
in the city and stately Gothic Cathedral the dominant of Prague Castle. Everything was built in grandiose Gothic style and 
decorated with an independent art style, the so-called Bohemian school. During the reign of Emperor Charles IV, the Czech 
Lands were among the most powerful in Europe.

All that changed during the reign of weak King Wenceslas IV, son of Charles IV. During the reign of King Wenceslas IV — 
Václav IV — (1378–1419), Master Jan Hus, a preacher and the university's rector, held his sermons in Prague in the 
Bethlehem Chapel, speaking in Czech to enlarge as much as possible the diffusion of his ideas about the reformation of the 
church. His execution in 1415 in Constance (of accused heresy) led four years later to the Hussite wars (following the 
defenestration, when the people rebelled under the command of the Prague priest Jan Želivský and threw the city's counselors 
from the New Town Hall). King Wenceslas IV died 16 days later. His younger stepbrother Sigismund was the legitimate one 
to inherit the crown. But the Hussites opposed Sigismund and so he came to Prague with an army of 30,000 crusaders. He 
planned to get capitulation of Prague and the crown. (It was Sigismund, who invited Jan Hus to Constance to defend himself 
from heresy and he promised him immunity, but he didn't keep his word). In 1420, peasant rebels, led by the famous general 
Jan Žižka, along with Hussite troops, defeated Sigismund (Zikmund, son of Charles IV) in the Battle of Vítkov Mountain. 
There were more crusades, all of which ended in failure. But after Zizka died, the Hussite were not united anymore. 
Eventually they split. The most radical Hussites were finally defeated at the battle of Lipany in 1434 when the moderate 
Hussites got together with the Czech Catholics. Sigismund became King of Bohemia.

In 1437, Sigismund died. The male line of Luxembourg dynasty died out. Husband of Sigismund's daughter Elizabeth, Duke 
of Austria Albert II, became the Bohemian king for two years (until his death). Then, the next in line for Bohemian crown 
was grandson of Sigismund, born after his father's death, and thus called Ladislaw Posthumous. When he died 17 years old, 
nobleman George of Podebrady, former advisor of Ladislaus, was chosen as the Bohemian king both by the Catholics and by 
the Ultraquist Hussites. He was called the Hussite king. During his reign, the pope called for the crusade against the Czech 
heretics. The crusade was lead by King of Hungary Matthius Corvinus who, after the crusade, became also King of Bohemia. 
George didn'd abdicate. Bohemia had two kings. George, before his death, made an arrangement with Polish King Casimir IV 
that the next Bohemian king will come from the Jagellon dynasty. (The wife of King Casimir IV was the sister of late 
Ladislaus Posthumous and so her son Vladislav was related to the Luxembourg dynasty and also to the original Bohemian 
Premyslovec dynasty). The Jagellon dynasty ruled only until 1526 when the Jagellon dynasty died out with Ludwig Jagellon, 
son of Vladislav Jagellon.

The next Bohemian king became Ferdinand Habsburg, husband of Ann Jagellon, who was sister of Ludwig Jagellon. It was 
the beginning of the Habsburg dynasty. After Ferdinand's brother Charles V resigned in 1556 as Emperor, Ferdinand was 
elected Emperor in 1558. After he died, his son Maximilian II inherited all his titles and then upon his death, his son Rudolf II 
inherited all the titles. It was during the reign of Emperor Rudolf II, when there was another glorious time for Prague. Prague 
became the cultural center of Holy Roman Empire again. Rudolf was related to the Jagellon dynasty, to the Luxemburg 
dynasty and to the Premyslovec dynasty. But he was also related to Spanish Joan the Mad (the daughter of Queen Isabella of 
Castile and King Ferdinand II of Aragon); Joan was the mother of Rudolf's grandfather. Although Rudolf II was very talented, 
he was eccentric and he suffered from depression. Emperor Rudolf II lived in Prague Castle, where he held his bizarre courts 
of the astrologers, the magicians and other strange figures. But it was a prosperous period for the city; famous people living 
there included the astronomers Tycho Brahe and Johann Kepler, the painters Giuseppe Arcimboldo, B. Spranger, Hans von 
Aachen, J. Heintz and others. In 1609, under the influence of the Protestant estates, Rudolf II (a devout Catholic), issued 
"Imperial Charter of Emperor" in which he legalized extensive religious freedom unparalled in Europe of that period. Many 
German Protestants (both Lutherans and Calvinists) immigrated to Bohemia. (One of them was Count J.M. Thurn, a German 
Lutheran; under his leadership the Third Defenestration of Prague happened in 1618 and it led to the Thirty Years War).

Next in line for Bohemian crown was Rudolf's brother Matthias, but since Matthias was childless, his cousin, the archduke 



Ferdinand of Styria, was preliminary accepted by the Bohemian Diet as the future Bohemian king when Matthias became ill. 
The Protestant estates of Bohemia didn't like this decision. Tension between the Protestants and the Catholics (who were pro-
Habsburgs) led to the Third Defenestration of Prague when the Catholic governors were thrown from the windows at Prague 
Castle on May 23, 1618. They survived, but the Protestants replaced the Catholic governors. This incident led to the Thirty 
Years War. When Matthias died, Ferdinand of Styria was elected Emperor as Emperor Ferdinand II, but was not accepted as 
King of Bohemia by the Protestant directors. Calvinist Frederick V of Pfalz was elected King of Bohemia. The Battle on the 
White Mountain followed on November 8, 1620. Emperor Ferdinand II was helped by not only Catholic Spain, Catholic 
Poland, and Catholic Bavaria, but also by Lutheran Saxon (who disliked the Calvinists). The Protestant army, lead by the 
warior Count J.M. Thurn, was formed from the Protestant armies, mostly Lutheran Silesia, Lusatias, and Moravia. It was 
mainly the battle between the Protestants and the Catholics. The Catholics won and Emperor Ferdinand II became King of 
Bohemia. He proclaimed the re-Catholicization of the Czech Lands. Twenty seven Protestant leaders were executed in Old 
Town Sguare in Prague on June 21, 1621. (Executed were three noblemen, seven knights and seventeen burghers, including 
Dr. Jan Jesenius, the rector of Prague university). Most Protestant leaders fled, including Count J.M. Thurn; those who had 
stayed didn't expect such a harsh punishment. The Protestants had to return all the Catholic seized property to the Church. No 
faith other than Catholic was permitted. The upper classes were given the option either to emigrate or to convert to 
Catholicism. The German language was given equal rights with the Czech language. After the Peace of Westphalia, Ferdinand 
II moved the court to Vienna, and Prague began a steady decline which reduced the population from the 60,000 it had had in 
the years before the war to 20,000.

The 17th century is considered the Golden Age of Jewish Prague. The Jewish community of Prague numbered some 15,000 
people (approx. 30 per cent of the entire population), making it the largest Ashkenazic community in the world and the second 
largest community in Europe after Thessaloniki. In the years 1597 to 1609, the Maharal (Judah Loew ben Bezalel) served as 
Prague's chief rabbi. He is considered the greatest of Jewish scholars in Prague's history, his tomb at the Old Jewish Cemetery 
eventually becoming a pilgrimage site. The expulsion of Jews from Prague by Maria Theresa of Austria in 1745 based on 
their alleged collaboration with the Prussian army was a severe blow to the flourishing Jewish community. The queen allowed 
the Jews to return to the city in 1748. In 1848 the gates of the Prague ghetto were opened. The former Jewish quarter, 
renamed Josefov in 1850, was demolished during the "ghetto clearance" (Czech: Asanace) on the turn of the 19th to the 20th 
century.

Great fire in 1689
In 1689 a great fire devastated Prague, but this spurred a renovation and a rebuilding of the city. The economic rise continued 
through the following century, and the city in 1771 had 80,000 inhabitants. Many of these were rich merchants who, together 
with noblemen, enriched the city with a host of palaces, churches and gardens, creating a Baroque style renowned throughout 
the world. In 1784, under Joseph II, the four municipalities of Malá Strana, Nové Město, Staré Město and Hradčany were 
merged into a single entity. The Jewish district, called Josefov, was included only in 1850. The Industrial Revolution had a 
strong effect in Prague, as factories could take advantage of the coalmines and ironworks of the nearby region. A first suburb, 
Karlín, was created in 1817, and twenty years later the population exceeded 100,000. The first railway connection was built in 
1842.

19th century
In 1806, Holy Roman Empire ended when Napoleon dictated its dissolution. Holy Roman Emperor Francis II abdicated his 
title. He became Emperor of Austria Francis I.

The revolutions that shocked all Europe around 1848 touched Prague too, but they were fiercely suppressed. In the following 
years the Czech nationalist movement (opposed to another nationalist party, the German one) began its rise, until it gained the 
majority in the Town Council in 1861.

In 1867, Emperor Francis Joseph I established Austro-Hungarian Empire.

20th Century
The next in succesion to the Austro-Hungarian throne became Francis Ferdinand de Este after Crown Prince Rudolf (son of 
the emperor Francis Joseph I) had committed suicide and after the Emperor's brother (Ferdinand's father) had died. Ferdinand 
was married to Sophie von Chotek from a Czech aristocratic family. They lived in Bohemia at the Konopiste Castle, not far 
from Prague. He was in favor of Trialism, expanding an Austro-Hungary Dualism into Austro-Hungary-Czech Trialism. 
Unfortunately, on June 28, 1914 he and his wife were assassinated at Sarajevo. This assassination led to World War I.

World War I ended with the defeat of Austro-Hungarian Empire and the creation of Czechoslovakia. Prague was chosen as its 
capital. At this time Prague was a true European capital with a very developed industrial base. In 1930 the population had 
risen to a startling 850,000.

For most of its history Prague had been a multiethnic city with important Czech, German, and Jewish populations. From 
1939, when the country was occupied by Nazi Germany, and during World War II, most Jews either fled the city or were 
killed in the Holocaust. Most of the Jews living in Prague after the war emigrated in the years of Communism, particularly 
after the communist coup, the establishment of Israel in 1948, and the Soviet invasion in 1968. In the early 1990s, the Jewish 
Community in Prague numbered only 800 people compared to nearly 50,000 before the World War II. In 2006, some 1,600 



people were registered in the Jewish Community.

The German population, which had formed the majority of the city's inhabitants until the 19th century, was massacred, 
expelled or fled for saving only their lives and leaving all the property in the aftermath of the war. Prague's people had 
revolted against the Nazi occupants as early as May 5, 1945. That same day, the General Patton's American Third Army (with 
150 thousands soldiers) was in Pilsen (only a few hours away from Prague) while Marshal Konev's Soviet Army was on the 
borders of Moravia. General Patton was in favor of liberating Prague, but he had to comply with the instructions from General 
D. Eisenhower. General Eisenhower requested the Soviet Chief of Staff to permit them to press forward, but was informed 
that American help is not needed (a prior agreement from the Yalta Conference was that Bohemia would be liberated by the 
Red Army). Finally, on May 9, 1945 (the day after Germany officially capitulated) the Soviet tanks got to Prague. It was not 
until May 12, 1945 when the fight was completely over in the Czech Lands. The Czechs genuinely felt gratitude towards the 
Soviet soldiers. People did not know that they became the victims in rival politics. The Soviet victory was both military and 
political. (Bismarck once declared: "He, who is master of Bohemia, is master of Europe..."). Prague was henceforth the capital 
of a republic under the military and political control of the Soviet Union, and in 1955 it entered the Warsaw Pact.

The always lively intellectual world of Prague, however, suffered under the totalitarian regime, in spite of the rather careful 
program of rebuilding of and caring for the damaged monuments after World War II. At the 4th Czechoslovakian Writers' 
Congress held in the city in 1967 a strong position against the regime was taken. This spurred the new secretary of 
Communist Party, Alexander Dubček to proclaim a new deal in his city's and country's life, starting the short-lived season of 
the "socialism with a human face". It was the Prague Spring, which aimed at democratic reform of institutions. The Soviet 
Union and the rest of the Warsaw Pact reacted, occupying Czechoslovakia and the capital in August 1968, suppressing under 
tanks' tracks any attempt of renovation.

In 1989, after the Berlin Wall had fallen, and the Velvet Revolution crowded the streets of Prague, Czechoslovakia finally 
freed itself from communism and Soviet influence, and Prague benefited deeply from the new mood. In 1993, after the split of 
Czechoslovakia, Prague became capital city of the new Czech Republic.

Timeline of most important moments of Prague history
    * 870   Prague Castle founded
    * 1085 Prague became the seat of kings - 1st king Vratislaus II.
    * 1344 the Prague Bishopric became an Archdiocese
    * 1346 the rule of Charles IV. - Prague capital of Holy Roman Empire
    * 1348 University of Prague (Charles University) founded
    * 1415 Jan Hus burned at the stake as a heretic
    * 1419 1st Prague defenestration
    * 1420 battle on Vítkov Mountain - Hussites win over crusaders
    * 1583 rule of Rudolf II - city for the 2nd time the capital of Holy Roman Empire and cultural center of Europe
    * 1618 3rd Prague defenestration sparked off the Thirty Years' War
    * 1621 execution of 27 Czech nobles on the Old Town Square as a consequence of the Battle of White Mountain
    * 1648 west bank of Prague (including the Prague Castle) occupied and looted by Swedish armies
    * 1741 occupation by French-Bavarian armies
    * 1744 occupation by Prussian armies
    * 1848 revolutionary uprising crushed by imperial army
    * 1890 big flood caused extreme damage
    * 1918 after World War I Prague became the capital of Czechoslovakia
    * 1938 after political betrayal of allies (France and Britain at Munich) Germany occupied Sudetenland and in 1939 the 
whole country
    * 1942 Czechoslovak paratroopers kill Reinhard Heydrich, Nazis respond with wave of terror
    * 1945 U.S. Air Force conducts bombing of Prague in World War II, killing hundreds of Praguers by mistake. (Target was 
Dresden, 134 km away).
    * 1945 uprising against the Nazis during the last days of World War II, ended with the arrival of the Red Army.
    * 1948 communist takeover of power
    * 1968 Soviet army invasion to repress the Prague Spring
    * 1989 Prague is the main center of Velvet Revolution (the fall of communist regime)
    * 2000 Anti-globalization Protests in Prague (some 15,000 protesters) turned violent during the IMF and World Bank 
summits
    * 2002 Prague suffers from flooding, parts of the city evacuated but no major landmarks destroyed

The four independent boroughs that had formerly constituted Prague were eventually proclaimed a single city in 1784. Those 
four cities were Hradčany (the Castle District, west and north of the Castle), Little Quarter (Malá Strana, south of the Castle), 
Old Town (Staré Město, on the east bank opposite the Castle) and New Town (Nové Město, further south and east). The city 
underwent further expansion with the annexation of Josefov in 1850 and Vyšehrad in 1883, and at the beginning of 1922, 
another 37 municipalities were incorporated, raising the city's population to 676,000. In 1938 population reached 1,000,000.

Sights



Since the fall of the Iron Curtain, Prague has become one of Europe's (and the world's) most popular tourist destinations. 
Prague was one of the few European cities relatively untouched during the World Wars, allowing its historic architecture to 
stay true to form. There are lots of old buildings, many with beautiful murals on them. It also has a lively nightlife, mostly due 
to the extraordinary range of beers available for $1. It contains one of the world's most pristine and varied collections of 
architecture, from Art Nouveau to Baroque, Renaissance, Cubist, Gothic, Neo-Classical and ultra-modern. Some of the most 
known sights are:
    * Old Town (Staré Město) with its Old Town Square
    * The Astronomical Clock
    * The picturesque Charles Bridge
    * New Town (Nové město) with its busy and historic Wenceslas Square
    * Malá Strana (Lesser Quarter)
    * Prague Castle (the largest castle in the world) with its St. Vitus Cathedral
    * Josefov (the old Jewish quarter) with Old Jewish Cemetery and Old New Synagogue
    * The Lennon Wall
    * Vinohrady
    * The museum of Heydrich assassination in the crypt of the Church of Saints Cyril and Methodius
    * National Museum
    * Vyšehrad castle
    * Petřínská rozhledna, an observation tower on Petřín hill, which is nearly a 1:5 copy of the Eiffel Tower
    * Žižkov Television Tower with observation deck
    * The New Jewish Cemetery in Olšany, location of Franz Kafka's grave
    * The Metronome, a giant, functional metronome that looms over the city
    * The Dancing House (Fred and Ginger Building)
    * The Mucha Museum, showcasing the Art Nouveau works of Alfons Mucha
• Places connected to writers living in the city, such as Franz Kafka.

Culture
Prague is a traditional cultural centre of Europe, hosting many cultural events. Significant cultural institutions:
    * National Theatre
    * The Rudolfinum (home to the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra)
    * State Opera
    * National Museum
    * National Library
    * National Gallery
    * Galerie Jeleni - Center for Contemporary Art

There are hundreds of concert halls, galleries, cinemas and music clubs in the city. Prague also hosts Film Festivals, Music 
Festivals, a Writers Festival, hundreds of Vernissages and Fashion Shows.

Economy
The GDP per capita of Prague is more than double that of the Czech Republic as a whole, with a per-capita GDP (PPP) of 
EUR 32,357 in 2002, which is at 153% of the European Union average. The city is becoming a site of European headquarters 
of many international companies.

Since the late 1990s, Prague has become a popular filming location for international productions and Hollywood motion 
pictures. Unlike many other European cities, Prague did not suffer great destruction during World War II, and the city is often 
used as a "stand in" for other pre-WW2 European cities, such as Amsterdam or London. [1] [2] A combination of architecture, 
low costs, tax breaks, and the existing motion picture infrastructure have proved attractive to international film production 
companies.

Colleges and universities
The city contains eight universities and colleges including the oldest university in Central and Eastern Europe:
    * Charles University (UK) founded in 1348
    * Czech Technical University (ČVUT) founded in 1707
    * Academy of Fine Arts (AVU) founded in 1800
    * Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design (VŠUP) founded in 1885
    * Institute of Chemical Technology (VŠCHT) founded in 1920
    * Academy of Performing Arts (AMU) founded in 1945
    * Czech University of Agriculture (ČZU) founded in 1906/1952
    * University of Economics (VŠE) founded in 1953

Transport

Integrated transport system
Public transport infrastructure consists of an integrated transport system of three metro lines (with 54 stations in total), trams, 



Prague Tram System (including the "nostalgic tram" no. 91), buses, a funicular to Petřín Hill and a chairlift at Prague Zoo. All 
services have a common ticketing system, and are run by Dopravní podnik hl. m. Prahy (The Capital City of Prague Transport 
Company).

Rail
The city forms the hub of the Czech railway system, with services to all parts of the Czech Republic and to neighbouring 
countries. Prague has two international railway stations, Hlavní nádraží (sometimes referred to as Wilsonovo nádraží) and 
Praha Holešovice. Intercity services also stop at the main stations Praha Smíchov and Masarykovo nádraží. In addition to 
these, there are a number of smaller suburban stations.

Air
Prague is served by Ruzyně International Airport, which is the hub of the flag carrier, Czech Airlines. There are several cheap 
flights per day from the UK and from other countries. Ruzyně International Airport is considered as one of the most modern 
airports in Europe.

Taxis
The taxi service in Prague has had a somewhat checkered history. During the rule of Communist Party in Czechoslovakia 
(1948–1989), the taxi service was nationalised into one umbrella company, and, with a short exception during liberalization 
related to the Prague Spring, no independent taxi drivers were allowed. The quality and availability of the service was low. 
This caused many enterprising people to run illegal taxi services. Their earnings were far above income of typical citizens and 
became a source of envy. After the fall of the Communist regime, the service was liberalized and anyone could become a taxi 
driver. Unfortunately, the chaos of transition from planned to market economy did not leave any time to implement sufficient 
regulations. The lack of planning and controls has led to a number of serious taxi scams operating in the city; some of which 
have been linked with organised crime. Many of the victims of overpricing are tourists.

Taxi services in Prague can currently be divided into three sectors. There are major taxicab companies, operating call-for-taxi 
services (radio-taxi) or from regulated taxi stands, where overpricing is rare and regulation mostly in place. There are 
independent drivers, who make pick-ups on the street; cheating is mostly associated with these cars. Lastly, there are fake taxi 
drivers, who operate as "contractual transport services" in order to avoid government regulation.

Prague Castle
The Prague Castle (Czech: Pražský hrad) is the castle in Prague where the Czech kings, Holy Roman Emperors and presidents 
of the Czech Republic (and Czechoslovakia) have had their offices. The crown jewels of the Bohemian Kingdom are kept 
here. Prague Castle is one of the biggest castles in the world (according to Guinness Book of Records the biggest ancient 
castle [1]) at about 570 meters in length and an average of about 130 meters wide.
History
The history of the castle stretches back to the 9th century (870). The first walled building was the church of Our Lady. 
Basilicas of St. George and St. Vitus were founded in the first half of the 10th century. The first convent in Bohemia was 
founded in the castle, next to the church of St. George. A Romanesque palace was erected here during the 12th century. In the 
14th century, under the reign of Charles IV the royal palace was rebuilt in Gothic style and the castle fortifications were 
strengthened. In place of rotunda and basilica of St. Vitus began building of a vast Gothic church, that have been completed 
almost six centuries later. During the Hussite Wars and the following decades the Castle was not inhabited. In 1485 King 
Ladislaus II Jagello begins to rebuild the castle. The massive Vladislav Hall (built by Benedikt Rejt) was added to the Royal 
Palace. Then were also built new defence towers on the northern side of the castle. A big fire of 1541 destroyed large parts of 
the castle. Under Habsburgs some new buildings in renaissance style appeared here. Ferdinand I built Belvedere, summer 
palace for his wife Anne. Rudolph II used Prague Castle as his main residence. He founded the northern wing of the palace, 
with the Spanish Hall, where his precious artistic collections were exhibited. Second Prague defenestration in 1618 began the 
Bohemian Revolt. During the subsequent wars the Castle was damaged and dilapidated. Many works from the collection of 
Rudolph II were looted by Swedes in 1648, in the course of the Thirty Years' War. The last major rebuilding of the castle was 
carried out by Empress Maria Theresa in the second half of the 18th century. Ferdinand V after abdication in 1848 chose 
Prague Castle as his home. In 1918 the castle became the seat of the president of the new Czechoslovak Republic. The New 
Royal Palace and the gardens were renovated by Slovenian architect Jože Plečnik.

During the Nazi occupation of Czechoslovakia during World War II, Prague Castle became the headquarters of Reinhard 
Heydrich, the "Reich Protector of Bohemia and Moravia". It is said that he placed the Bohemian crown on his head, believing 
himself to be a great king; old legends say that a usurper who places the crown on his head is doomed to die within a year.[1] 
Less than a year after assuming power, Heydrich was assassinated.

After the liberation of Czechoslovakia, it housed the offices of the communist Czechoslovak government. During the Velvet 
Revolution, Alexander Dubček, the leader of Czechoslovakia during the Prague Spring, appeared on a balcony overlooking 
Wenceslas Square to hear throngs of protesters below shouting "Dubček to the castle!" As they pushed for him to take his seat 
as president of the country at Prague Castle, he embraced the crowd as a symbol of democratic freedom.

After Czechoslovakia split into the Czech Republic and Slovakia, the castle became the seat of the Head of State of the new 
Czech Republic. Similar to what Masaryk did with Plečnik, president Václav Havel commissionned Bořek Šípek to be the 



architect of post-communism Prague Castle's necessary improvements in particular of the facelift of the Castle's Gallery of 
paintings.

Objects of the Prague Castle
The castle buildings represent virtually every architectural style of the last millennium. The Prague Castle includes gothic St 
Vitus Cathedral, romanesque basilica of St. George, a monastery and several palaces, gardens and defence towers. Most of the 
castle areas are opened to the tourists. Nowadays, the castle houses several museums, including the National Gallery 
collection of Bohemian baroque and mannerism art, exhibition dedicated to Czech history, Toy Museum and the picture 
gallery of Prague Castle, based on the collection of Rudolph II. Summer Shakespeare Festival regularly takes place in the 
courtyard of the Burgrave Palace.

The neighbourhood around the Prague Castle is called Hradčany.

Saint Vitus Cathedral 
(Czech: Katedrála svatého Víta) is a cathedral in Prague, Czech Republic, and the seat of the Archbishop of Prague. The full 
name of the cathedral is St. Vitus, St. Wenceslas and St. Adalbert Cathedral. Located within Prague Castle and containing the 
tombs of many Bohemian kings, this cathedral is an excellent example of Gothic architecture and is the biggest and most 
important church in the country.

Beginnings
The first church — also consecrated to St. Vitus — that stood at the location of the present-day cathedral was an early 
romanesque rotunda founded by Wenceslaus I, Duke of Bohemia in 925. This patron saint was chosen because Wenceslaus 
had acquired a holy relic — the arm of St. Vitus — from Emperor Henry I. It is also possible that Wenceslaus, wanting to 
convert his subjects to Christianity more easily, chose a saint whose name sounds very much like the name of Slavic solar 
deity Svantevit. Two religious populations, the increasing Christian and decreasing pagan community, lived simultaneously in 
Prague castle at least until the 11th century.

In the year 1060, as the bishopric of Prague was founded, prince Spythinev II embarked on building a more spacious church, 
as it became clear the existing rotunda was too small to accommodate the faithful. A much larger and more representative 
romanesque basilica was built in its spot. Though still not completely reconstructed, most experts agree it was a triple-aisled 
basilica with two choirs and a pair of towers connected to the western transept. The design of the cathedral nods to 
Romanesque architecture of the Holy Roman Empire, most notably to the abbey church in Hildesheim and the Speyer 
Cathedral. The southern apse of the rotunda was incorporated into the eastern transept of the new church because it housed 
the tomb of St. Wenceslaus, who had by now become the patron saint of the Czech princes. A bishop's mansion was also built 
south of the new church, and was considerably enlarged and extended in the mid 12th-century.

The Gothic Cathedral
The present day Gothic Cathedral was founded on 21st of November, 1344, when the Prague bishopric was raised to an 
archbishopric. Its patrons were the chapter of cathedral (led by a Dean), the Archbishop Arnost of Pardubice, and, above all, 
Charles IV, King of Bohemia and a soon-to-be Holy Roman Emperor, who intended the new cathedral to be a coronation 
church, family crypt, treasury for the most precious relics of the kingdom, and the last resting place cum pilgirimage site of 
patron saint Wenceslaus. The first master builder was a Frenchman Matthias of Arras, summoned from the papal palace in 
Avignon. Matthias designed the overall layout of the building as, basically, an import of French Gothic: a triple-naved 
basilica with flying buttresses, short transept, five-bayed choir and decagon apse with ambulatory and radiating chapels. 
However, he lived to build only the easternmost parts of the choir: the arcades and the ambulatory. The slender verticality of 
Late French Gothic and clear, almost rigid respect of proportions distinguish his work today.

After Matthias' death in 1352, a new master builder took over the cathedral workshop. This was Peter Parler, at that time only 
23-years old and son of the architect of the Heiligenkreutzkirche in Schwäbische Gmünd. Parler at first only worked 
according to the plans left by his predecessor, building the sacristy on the north side of the choir and the chapel on the south. 
Once he finished all that Matthias left unfinished, he continued according to his own ideas. Parler's bold and innovative 
design brought in a unique new synthesis of Gothic elements in architecture. This is best exemplified in the vaults he designed 
for the choir. The so-called Parler's vaults or net-vaults have double (not single, as in classic High Gothic groin-vaults) 
diagonal ribs that span the width of the choir-bay. The crossing pairs of ribs create a net-like construction (hence the name), 
which considerably strengthens the vault. They also give a lively ornamentation to the ceiling, as the interlocking vaulted bays 
create a dynamic zigzag pattern down the length of the cathedral.

While Matthias of Arras was schooled as a geometer, thus putting an emphasis on rigid systems of proportions and clear, 
mathematical compositions in his design, Parler was trained as sculptor and woodcarver. He treated architecture as a 
sculpture, almost as if playing with structural forms in stone. Aside from his rather bold vaults, the pecularities of his work 
can also be seen in the design of pillars (with classic, bell-shaped columns which were almost forgotten by High Gothic), the 
ingenious dome vault of new St Wenceslaus chapel, the undulating clerestory walls, the original window tracery (no two of 
his windows are the same, the ornamentation is always different) and the blind tracery pannels of the buttresses. Architectural 
sculpture was given a considerable role while Parler was in charge of construction, as can be seen in the corbels, the 
passageway lintels, and, particularly, in the busts on the triforium, which depict faces of the royal family, saints, Prague 



bishops, and the two master builders, including Parler himself.

Work on the cathedral, however, proceeded rather slowly, due to the fact that in the meantime the Emperor commissioned 
Parler with many other projects, such as the construction of the new Charles bridge in Prague and many churches throughout 
the Czech realm. By 1397, when Peter Parler died, only the choir and parts of the transept were finished.

After Peter Parler's death in 1406 his sons, Wenzel Parler and particularly Johannes Parler, continued his work; they in turn 
were succeeded by a certain Master Petrilk, who by all accounts was also a member of Parler's workshop. Under these three 
masters, the transept and the great tower on its south side were finished. So was the gable which connects the tower with the 
south transept. Nicknamed 'Golden Gate' (likely because of the golden mosaic of Last Judgment depicted on it), it is through 
this portal that the kings entered the cathedral for coronation ceremonies.

The entire building process came to a halt with the beginning of Hussite War in the first half of 15th century. The war brought 
an end to the workshop that operated steadily over for almost a century, and the furnishings of cathedral, dozens of pictures 
and sculptures, suffered heavily from the ravages of Hussite iconoclasm. As if this was not enough, a great fire in 1541 
considerably damaged the cathedral.

St. Wenceslas Chapel
Perhaps the most outstanding place in the cathedral is the Chapel of St. Wenceslas, where the relics of the saint are kept. The 
room was built by Peter Parler between 1344 and 1364 and has a ribbed vault. The lower part of the walls are wonderfully 
decorated with semi-precious stones and paintings about the Passion of Christ dating from 1372-1373. The upper part of the 
walls have paintings about the life of St Wenceslas from 1506-1509. In the middle of the wall there is a gothic statue of St 
Wenceslas executed by Jindrich Parler (Peter's nephew) in 1373.

Renaissance and Baroque
Through most of the following centuries, the cathedral stood only half-finished. It was built up to the great tower and a 
transept, which was closed by a provisional wall. In the place of a three-aisled nave-to-be-built, a timber-roofed construction 
stood, and services were held separately there from the interior of the choir. Several attempts to continue the work on 
cathedral were mostly unsuccessful. In the latter half of 15th century, king Vladislav Jagiellon commissioned the great 
Renaissance-Gothic architect Benedict Ried to continue the work on the cathedral, but almost as soon as the work began, it 
was cut short because of lack of funds. Later attempts to finish the cathedral only brought some Renaissance and Baroque 
elements into the Gothic building, most notably the obviously different Baroque spire of the south tower and the great organ 
in the northern wing of transept.

Completion in 19th and 20th century
In 1844 Vaclav Pesina, an energetic canon St Vitus, together with Neo-Gothic architect Josef Kranner presented a program 
for renovation and completion of the great cathedral at the gathering of German architects in Prague. The same year a society 
under the full name "Union for Completion of the Cathedral of St Vitus in Prague" was formed, whose aim was to repair, 
complete and get rid of "everything mutilated and stylistically inimical". Josef Kranner was heading what was mostly repair 
work from 1861 to 1866, getting rid of Baroque decorations deemed unnecessary and restoring the interior. In 1870 the 
foundations of the new nave were finally laid, and in 1873, after Kramer's death, architect Josef Mocker took over the 
reconstruction. It was he who designed the west facade in a typical classic Gothic manner with two towers, and the same 
design was adopted, after his death, by the third and final architect of restoration, Kamil Hilbert. The famous Czech secession 
painter Alfons Mucha decorated the new windows in the north part of nave. The Rose Window was designed by Frantisek 
Kysela in 1925-7. This Rose Window above the portal depicts sences from the biblical story of creation. By the time of St 
Wenceslas jubilee in 1929, the St Vitus cathedral was finally finished; it took almost 600 years to built it. Despite the fact that 
entire western half of Cathedral is a Neo-Gothic addition, much of the design and elements developed by Peter Parler were 
used in the restoration, giving the Cathedral as a whole a harmonious, unified look.

Influence
The Cathedral of St. Vitus had trumendous influence on the development of Late Gothic style characteristic for Central 
Europe. Members of Parler workshop, and indeed, the Parler clan (both of which were established at the building site of St. 
Vitus) designed numerous churches and buildings across Central Europe. More notable examples include Stephansdom 
cathedral in Vienna, Strasbourg Cathedral, Church of St. Marko in Zagreb and the Church of St. Barbara in Kutna Hora, also 
in Czech Republic. Regional Gothic styles of Slovenia, northren Croatia, Austria, Czech Republic, Poland and southren 
Germany were all heavily influenced by Parler design.

Of particular interest are Parler's net vaults. The Late Gothic of Central Europe is characterised by ornate and extraordinary 
vaulting, a practice which was started by Parler's development of his own vaulting system for the choir of St. Vitus cathedral. 
Another regional Gothic style also displays amazing ingenuinity and ornamentation in the design of vaults, the Perpendicular 
Style of English Gothic. A question remains of what was influenced by what. Some British art and architecture historians 
suspected whetever Peter Parler might have travelled to England at some point in his life, studying the great English Gothic 
cathedrals, which then inspired his work on St Vitus. However, taking into account that the Perpendicular style and the use of 
truly extravagant vaults in English Gothic began at the very end of 14th century, it is also quite possible that it was St Vitus 
Cathedral of Prague that influenced the development of English Gothic.



Old Town Square 
(Czech: Staroměstské náměstí) is a historic square in the Old Town quarter of Prague in the Czech Republic.

Located between Wenceslas Square and the Charles Bridge, Prague's Old Town Square is often bursting at the seams with 
tourists in the summer. Featuring various architectural styles including the gothic Týn Cathedral and baroque St. Nicholas' 
Church, the square is an oasis for travelers wearied by Prague's narrow streets. Among many churches, tourists may find the 
Astronomical Clock on this square, while the tower at the Old Town Hall offers a panoramic view of Old Town.

The square's center is home to a statue of religious reformer Jan Hus, who was burned at the stake for his beliefs. The statue 
was erected on July 6, 1915 to mark the 500th anniversary of his death.

Not only a popular meeting place, Old Town Square sees its share of celebrations (New Year's), holiday markets (Christmas 
and Easter), and protests. On occasion, hockey games are shown on huge screens, drawing large crowds of fans.

The Prague Astronomical Clock or Prague Orloj 
(Czech: Pražský orloj]) is a medieval astronomical clock located in Prague at 50°5′13.23″N, 14°25′15.30″E, the capital of the 
Czech Republic. The Orloj is mounted on the southern wall of Old Town City Hall in the Old Town Square and is a popular 
tourist attraction.

The Orloj is composed of three main components: the astronomical dial, representing the position of the Sun and Moon in the 
sky and displaying various astronomical details; "The Walk of the Apostles", a clockwork hourly show of figures of the 
Apostles and other moving sculptures; and a calendar dial with medallions representing the months.

History
The oldest part of the Orloj, the mechanical clock and astronomical dial, dates back to 1410 when it was made by clockmaker 
Mikuláš of Kadaň and Jan Šindel, the latter a professor of mathematics and astronomy at Charles University. The Prague 
Orloj was one of a number of complex astronomical clocks designed and constructed during the 14th and 15th centuries, soon 
after the invention of the mechanical clock. Other examples were built at Norwich, St Albans, Wells, Lund, Strasbourg, and 
Padua.

Later, presumably around 1490, the calendar dial was added and clock facade decorated with gothic sculptures. In 1552 it was 
repaired by Jan Taborský, clockmaster of Orloj, who also wrote a report on the clock where he mentioned Hanuš as maker of 
the clock. This was a mistake, and was corrected during the 20th century.

The Orloj stopped working many times in the centuries after 1552, and was repaired many times. In the 17th century moving 
statues were added, and figures of the Apostles were added after major repair in 1865-1866.

The Orloj suffered heavy damage on May 7 and especially May 8, 1945, just hours before German capitulation in Prague was 
forced by the approaching Red Army, when Germans directed incendiary fire from several armored vehicles and an anti-
aircraft gun to the south-west side of the Old Town Square in an effort to silence the provocative broadcasting initiated by the 
National Committee on May 5. The hall and nearby buildings burned along with the wooden sculptures on the Orloj and the 
calendar dial face made by Josef Mánes. The machinery was repaired and the Orloj started working again in 1948, but only 
after significant effort.

There exists a good deal of misinformation relating to the construction of the Orloj . For a long time it was believed that the 
Orloj was constructed in 1490 by clockmaster Jan Růže (also called Hanuš) and his assistant Jakub Čech. Another fictitious 
story involves the clockmaker Hanuš being blinded on the order of the Prague Councillors to prevent him from constructing 
another similar clock.

Astronomical dial
The astronomical dial is a form of mechanical astrolabe, a device used in medieval astronomy. Alternatively, one may 
consider the Orloj to be a primitive planetarium, displaying the current state of universe.

The astronomical dial has a background that represents the standing Earth and sky, and surrounding it operate four main 
moving components: the zodiacal ring, an outer rotating ring, an icon representing the Sun, and an icon representing the 
Moon.

Stationary background
The background represents the Earth and the local view of the sky. The blue circle directly in the center represents the Earth, 
and the upper blue is the portion of the sky which is above the horizon. The red and black areas indicate portions of the sky 
below the horizon. During the daytime, the sun sits over the blue part of the background and at night it sits over the black. 
During dawn or dusk, the mechanical sun is positioned over the red part of the background.

Written on the eastern (left) part of the horizon is aurora (dawn in Latin) and ortus (rising). On the western (right) part is 



occasus (sunset), and crepusculum (twilight).

Golden Roman numbers at the outer edge of blue circle are the timescale of a normal 24 hour day and indicate time in local 
Prague time, or Central European Time. Curved golden lines dividing the blue part of dial into 12 parts are marks for unequal 
hours. These hours are defined as 1/12 of the time between sunrise and sunset, and vary as the days grow longer or shorter 
during the year.

Zodiacal ring
Inside the large black outer circle lies another movable circle marked with the signs of the zodiac which indicates the location 
of the sun on the ecliptic. The signs are shown in anticlockwise order. In the photographs accompanying this article, the sun is 
currently in Aries, and will be moving anticlockwise into Taurus next.

The displacement of the zodiac circle results from the use of a stereographic projection of the ecliptic plane using the North 
pole as the basis of the projection. This is commonly seen in astronomical clocks of the period.

The small golden star shows the position of the vernal equinox, and sidereal time can be read on the scale with golden Roman 
numbers.

Old Czech time scale
At the outer edge of the clock, golden Schwabacher numerals are set on a black background. These numbers indicate Old 
Czech Time (or Italian hours), measured starting with 1 at sunset. This ring moves during the year to coincide with the time of 
sunset.

Sun
The golden Sun moves around the zodiacal circle, thus showing its position on the ecliptic. The sun is attached to an arm with 
a golden hand, and together they show the time in three different ways:
   1. The position of the golden hand over the Roman numerals on the background indicates the time in local Prague time.
   2. The position of the sun over the curved golden lines indicates the time in unequal hours.
   3. The position of the golden hand over the outer ring indicates the time in Old Czech Time.

Additionally, the distance of the Sun from the center of the dial shows the time of sunrise and sunset.

Moon
The movement of the Moon on the ecliptic is shown similarly to that of the Sun, although the speed is much faster. The half-
silvered sphere of the moon also shows the Lunar phase.

Charles Bridge 
(Czech: Karlův most ) is a famous historical bridge that crosses the Vltava river in Prague, Czech Republic. Location: 
50°5′11.21″N, 14°24′42.68″E. Its construction started in 1357 under the auspices of King Charles IV, and finished in the 
beginning of 15th century. As the only means of crossing the river in Prague, Charles Bridge used to be the most important 
connection between the Old Town, Prague Castle and adjacent areas until 1841. Also this 'solid-land' connection made Prague 
important as a trade route between east and west Europe. The bridge was originally called the Stone Bridge (Kamenný most) 
or the Prague Bridge (Pražský most) but has been the "Charles Bridge" since 1870.

The bridge is 516 meters long and nearly 10 meters wide, resting on 16 arches shielded by ice guards. It is protected by three 
bridge towers, two of them on the Lesser Quarter side and the third one on the Old Town side. The Old Town bridge tower is 
often considered to be one of the most astonishing civil gothic-style buildings in the world. The bridge is decorated by a 
continuous alley of 30 statues and statuaries, most of them baroque-style, erected around 1700.

During the night Charles Bridge is a quiet witness of medieval times. But during the day it changes its face into a very busy 
place. Russian painters, owners of the kiosks, and black sailors trade to carry away some money on the tourists.

History
Building the bridge
The need for building a new bridge emerged after the old romanesque Judith Bridge (Juditin most, built around 1170 and 
named after king Vladislav I's wife Judith) was destroyed by a flood in 1342. Royal astrologers and numerologists specified a 
precise moment for Charles IV to personally assist in the laying of the foundation stone as 9 July 1357, at 5:31 am. This 
minute can be enumerated as 135797531. This palindromic sequence of ascending and descending odd digits is carved out on 
the Old Town bridge tower. The building was supervised by Peter Parler and led by a "magister pontis", Jan Ottl.

The bridge was built from Bohemian sandstone. There is a legend saying that eggs were used to enrich the mortar used to 
bind the stone blocks to make it harder. Although the saying cannot be verified, modern laboratory tests have indeed proved 
anorganic and organic ingredients to the mortar. [1] The construction of Charles Bridge took place until the beginning of 15th 
century. To sustain the bridge, tolls were taken, first by the religious order of the Knights of the Cross, who had their mother-
house nearby, then by the Old Town municipality (until 1815).



Until the 20th century
Throughout the history, Charles Bridge suffered several havocs and witnessed many historic events. A flood in 1432 damaged 
three pillars. In 1496 the third arch (counting from the Old Town side) broke down after one of the pillars lowered, being 
undermined by the water (repairs were finished in 1503). A year after the Battle of White Mountain, when the 27 leaders of 
the anti-Habsburg revolt were executed on 21 June 1621, the Old Town bridge tower served as a deterrent display of the cut-
off heads of the victims to stop Czechs from further resistance. During the end of the Thirty Years' War in 1648, the Swedes 
occupied the west bank of Vltava and as they tried to advance into the Old Town, the heaviest fights spread out right on the 
bridge. During the fighting, they severely damaged one side of the Old Town bridge tower (the side facing the river) and the 
remnants of almost all gothic decorations had to be removed from it afterward. During the late 17th and early 18th centuries 
the bridge gained its typical appearance when an alley of baroque statues was installed on the pillars. During a great flood in 
1784, five pillars were severely damaged and although the arches didn't break down, the traffic on the bridge had to be greatly 
restricted for some time.

The original stairway to Kampa island was replaced by a new one in 1844. The next year, another great flood threatened the 
bridge, but the bridge escaped major damage. In 1848, during the revolution days, the bridge escaped unharmed from the 
cannonade, but some of the statues were damaged. In 1866, the pseudo-gothic gas (later changed to electric) lights were 
erected on the balustrade. In 1870s, the first regular public transport (omnibus) line went over the bridge (officially called 
"Charles Bridge" after 1870), later replaced by a horse-tram. The bridge towers underwent a thorough reconstruction between 
1874 and 1883.

On 2-5 September 1890, another disastrous flood struck Prague and severely damaged the Charles Bridge. Thousands of rafts, 
logs and other floating material that escaped from places upstream gradually formed a huge barrier leaning against the bridge. 
Three arches were torn down from the great pressure and two pillars collapsed from being undermined by the water, while 
others were partly damaged. With the fifth pillar, two statues - St. Ignatius of Loyola and St. Xavier, both by Ferdinand 
Brokoff - also fell into the river (the former statue was replaced by a statuary of Cyril and Methodius by Karel Dvořák, the 
latter was replaced by a replica of the original). Repair works lasted for two years (the bridge was reopened on 19 November 
1892) and cost 665,000 crowns.

20th Century to Present
In the beginning of the 20th century, Charles Bridge saw a steep rise of heavy traffic. The 15 May 1905 was the last day of 
the horse-line on the bridge, as it was replaced with an electric tram until 1908 and with buses afterward. At the end of World 
War II, a barricade was built in the Old Town bridge tower gateway. A capital repair of the bridge took place between 1965 
and 1978, based on a collaboration among various scientific and cultural institutes. The stability of the pillars was reassured, 
all broken stone blocks were replaced, the asphalt top was removed and all traffic has been excluded from the Charles Bridge 
since then, making it accessible by pedestrians only. The repair cost 50 million crowns.

During the 1990s, some people started criticizing the previous reconstruction of the bridge and proposing a new one. As of the 
beginning of the new millennium, most of the experts appeared to agree that the previous reconstruction had not been flawless 
but disputed the need for further interference with the bridge. However, after the disastrous floods of 2002 (which itself 
caused only minor harm to the bridge), it was decided that repair and stabilization of the two pillars (number 8 and 9) on the 
Malá Strana side of the Bridge would happen. These are the only river pillars that have not been repaired after the 1890-
floods. The floods intensified the voices of the supporters of an overall bridge reconstruction and, as of 2005, the current 
repair of the pillars is considered as the first phase of the reconstruction, which will concentrate especially on building a new 
hydroisolation system protecting the bridge. The whole reconstruction will be done gradually without needing to close the 
bridge and is scheduled to finish in 2007.

The alley of 30 mostly baroque statues and statuaries situated on the balustrade forms a unique connection of artistic styles 
with the underlying gothic bridge. Most sculptures were erected between 1683 and 1714. They depict various saints and 
patron saints venerated at that time. The most prominent Bohemian sculptors of the time took part on decorating the bridge, 
such as: Matthias Braun, Jan Brokoff and his sons Michael Joseph and Ferdinand Maxmilian.

Among the most notable sculptures, one can find the statuaries of St. Luthgard, St. Crucifix or St. John of Nepomuk. Well 
known is also the statue of knight Bruncvík, although it does not belong to the main alley.

Beginning in 1965, all of the statues have been systematically replaced by replicas and the originals have been exhibited in 
the lapidarium of the National Museum.

Trivia
The Charles Bridge also played a prominent role in the 1996 movie Mission: Impossible directed by Brian de Palma. Several 
characters stand on it and interact, though all at night and with the bridge totally cleared of people. In one scene, actor Tom 
Cruise watches a car blow up in a square right below the bridge.

Wenceslas Square 
(Czech: Václavské náměstí) is one of the main city squares and the centre of the business and cultural communities in the 



New Town of Prague, Czech Republic. It has been a place where many historical events occurred; it is also a traditional place 
for demonstrations, celebrations, and similar public gatherings. The square is named after Saint Wenceslas, the patron saint of 
Bohemia.

Formerly named Koňský trh (English: Horse Market), because of periodical horse markets during the Middle Ages. Renamed 
in 1848 to Svatováclavské náměstí (English: Saint Wenceslas sqare) on the proposal from Karel Havlíček Borovský.

Features
Less a square than a boulevard, Wenceslas Square has a shape of a very long (750 m, total area 45,000 m²) rectangle, in a 
northwest–southeast direction. The street slopes upward to the southeast side. On that end, the street is bordered by the grand 
neoclassical Czech National Museum. The northwest end runs up against the border between the New Town and the Old 
Town.

The street is dominated by a mounted statue of Saint Wenceslas, made by Josef Václav Myslbek in 1887–1924 and located in 
front of the National Museum. The image of Saint Wenceslas is accompanied by other Czech patron saints carved into the 
ornate statue base: Saint Ludmila, Saint Agnes of Bohemia, Saint Prokop, and Saint Adalbert of Prague.

The statue base, designed by architect Alois Dryák, includes the inscription: "Svatý Václave, vévodo české země, kníže náš, 
nedej zahynouti nám ni budoucím" ("Saint Wenceslas, duke of the Czech land, prince of ours, do not let perish us nor our 
descendants").

Other landmarks on or visible from the street include the Art Nouveau Hotel Europa, the Palác Koruna office building and 
shopping centre and the Gothic Church of Our Lady of the Snows.

History
In 1348, Bohemian King Charles IV founded the New Town of Prague. The plan included several open areas for markets, of 
which the second largest was the Koňský trh, or Horse Market. At the southeastern end of the market was the Horse Gate, one 
of the gates in the walls of the New Town.

During the Czech national revival movement in the 19th century, a more noble name for the street was requested. At this time 
the statue was built, and the square was renamed.

On October 28, 1918, Alois Jirásek read the proclamation of independence of Czechoslovakia in front of the Saint Wenceslas 
statue.

The Nazis used the street for mass demonstrations. During the Prague Uprising in 1945, a few buildings near the National 
Museum were destroyed. They were later replaced by department stores.

On January 19, 1969, student Jan Palach set himself on fire in Wenceslas Square to protest the invasion of Czechoslovakia by 
the Soviet Union in 1968.

On March 28, 1969, the Czechoslovakian national ice hockey team defeated the USSR team for the second time in that year's 
Ice Hockey World Championships. As the country was still under Soviet occupation, the victory induced great celebrations. 
Perhaps 150,000 people gathered on Wenceslas Square, and skirmishes with police developed. A group of agents 
provocateurs provoked an attack on the Prague office of the Soviet airline Aeroflot, located on the street. The vandalism 
served as a pretext for reprisals and the period of so-called normalization.

In 1989, during the Velvet Revolution, large demonstrations (with hundreds of thousands of people or more) were held here.

Today, Wenceslas Square is lined by hotels, offices, retail stores, currency exchange booths and fast-food joints. To the 
dismay of locals and city officials, the street is also a popular location for prostitutes to ply their trade late at night. Many strip 
clubs exist on and around Wenceslas Square, making Prague a popular location for stag parties.

Transportation
The Prague Metro's Line A runs underneath Wenceslas Square, and the Metro's two busiest stations, Muzeum and Můstek, 
have entrances on the street. Tram tracks running the length of the street were removed from the street in 1980; a proposal to 
reintroduce trams is under consideration. Currently trams dissect the square only. Most of the street is open to automobile 
traffic; the northwestern end is pedestrianised.

The Petřínská rozhledna (Petřín lookout tower) 
is a 60 metre high steel framework tower in Prague, which strongly resembles the Eiffel Tower. Although it is much shorter 
than the Eiffel Tower, it stands atop a sizeable hill, so the top is at almost the same altitude. The Petřínská rozhledna was built 
in 1891 and was used as an observation tower as well as a transmission tower. Today the Petřínská rozhledna is a major 
tourist attraction. If you go up the hard way, the hill is roughly a half-hour walk up paths that get quite slippy when it snows, 
and the tower is a shorter but fairly tiring climb; however, the hill is served by a frequent funicular and the tower has an 



elevator for disabled persons.

On clear days, the tower offers a good view of the Prague skyline.

It is open from 10am to 7-10pm every day from April to October and only at weekends from November to March, from 10am 
to 5pm. There is a gift shop and a small cafeteria on the main level.

Josefov (also Jewish quarter; Josephstadt in German) 
is a town quarter and smallest cadastral area of Prague, today Czech Republic, formerly the Jewish ghetto of the town. The 
quarter is often represented by the flag of Prague's Jewish community, a yellow Magen David (Star of David) on a red field.

History
Jews are believed to have settled in Prague as early as the 10th century. The first pogrom was in 1096 (the first crusade) and 
eventually they were concentrated within a walled Ghetto. In 1262 Přemysl Otakar II issued a Statuta Judaeorum which 
granted the community a degree of self administration. In 1389 one of the worst pogroms saw over 3,000 massacred at Easter. 
The ghetto was most prosperous towards the end of the 16th century when the Jewish Mayor, Mordecai Maisel, became the 
Minister of Finance and a very wealthy man. His money helped develop the ghetto. Around this time Rabbi Low created the 
legendary Golem myth.

In 1850 the quarter was renamed "Josefstadt" (Joseph's City) after Joseph II, Holy Roman Emperor who emacipated Jews 
with the Toleration Edict in 1781. Most of the quarter was demolished between 1893 and 1913 as part of an initiative to 
model the city on Paris. What was left were only six synagogues, the old cemetery, and the Old Jewish Town Hall (now all 
part of the Jewish Museum and described below).

The Nazi German occupation could have been expected to complete the demolishment of the old ghetto. However the area 
was preserved in order to provide a site for a planned "exotic museum of an extinct race". This meant that the Nazis gathered 
Jewish artefacts from all over central Europe for display in Josefov.

Currently Josefov is mixed with amongst the more modern buildings and it is difficult to appreciate exactly what the old 
quarter was like when it was reputed to have over 180,000 inhabitants.

Historical sites
    * Franz Kafka's birthplace.
    * High Synagogue (Vysoká synagoga): 16th century synagogue.
    * Jewish Town Hall (Židovská radnice): 18th century rococo town hall.
    * Klaus Synagogue (Klausova synagoga): 16th century baroque synagogue.
    * Maisel Synagogue (Maiselova synagoga): 16th century synagogue destroyed by fire, now used as a museum.
    * Pinkas Synagogue (Pinkasova synagoga): 16th century synagogue, now a memorial to Holocaust martyrs.
    * Spanish Synagogue (Španělská synagoga): 19th century synagogue with Moorish interior.
    * Old Jewish Cemetery (Starý židovský hřbitov): 15th-18th century cemetery. Europe's oldest surviving Jewish cemetery.
    * Old New Synagogue (Staronová synagoga): 13th century Gothic synagogue.
• Jewish Ceremonial Hall, Prague (Obřadní síň): 20th century neo-renaissance hall.

Vyšehrad 
is a castle located in the Czech Republic, built in the 10th century, on a hill over the Vltava River. Situated within the castle is 
the Cathedral of Saint Paul and Peter, as well as the Vyšehrad cemetery, containing the remains of many famous people from 
Czech history.

Vyšehrad and the area around it became part of the capital city, Prague, in 1883. The area is one of the cadastral districts of 
the city.

Brief historical overview
The fortress was originally built in the tenth century. Local legend holds that Vyšehrad was the location of the first settlement 
which would later become Prague, though thus far this claim is unsubstantiated.

When the Přemyslid dynasty settled on the current site of Prague Castle, the two castles maintained opposing spheres of 
influence for approximately two centuries. When Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV began to build the Prague Castle in its 
current dimensions (in the early 14th century), Vyšehrad was abandoned as a royal home.

At the beginning of the Hussite Wars, it was captured by the Hussites.

It underwent a renovation in the 17th century, when the Habsburg Monarchy took over the Czech lands after the Thirty Years' 
War and became a training center for the Austrian Army. It was also incorporated into the Baroque era city walls around 
Prague.



Infant Jesus of Prague (http://www.pragjesu.info/)
(Pražské Jezulátko in Czech) is a famous statue of infant Jesus located in the Church of Our Lady Victorious in Malá Strana, 
Prague. Its history started in the 17th century when a statue of the Infant Jesus was brought into Bohemia and eventually was 
given to the Discalced Carmelites in Prague. Since then, the statue has remained in Prague and has drawn many devotees 
worldwide to go and honor the Holy Child. Claims of blessings, favors and miraculous healings have been made by many 
who petitioned before the Infant Jesus.

The exact origin of the Infant Jesus statue was not truly known, but historical sources point to a small 28cm high sculpture of 
the Holy Child with a bird in his right hand carved in around the year 1340. Many other Infant Jesus sculptures were also 
carved by famous masters throughout Europe in the Middle Ages.

Today, thousands of pilgrims pay homage to the Infant of Prague each year. The tradition of the Infant Jesus procession and 
the coronation continues to this day. On May 27,1995, a solemn procession of the Infant Jesus took place in the streets of 
Prague with Cardinal Sin of Manila (Philippines) and Cardinal Vlk of Prague leading the procession. This ceremony was the 
closing highlight of the annual Feast of the Infant Jesus in Prague.

As the devotion to the Infant Jesus spreads throughout the world, many parishes now offer Holy Mass and novenas to honor 
the Holy Child of God and many prayer groups have been formed.

Vicinity of Prague
Karlštejn 
(German: Karlstein) is a large Gothic castle founded in the 14th century by Charles IV. The castle served as a place for 
safekeeping the Empire coronation jewels, holy relics and other royal treasures. Located about 20 km southwest of Prague in 
the Karlštejn village, it is one of the most famous and heavily visited castles in the Czech Republic.

History
The castle was founded in 1348 by the Czech king and Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV who personally supervised the 
construction works and the decoration of interiors. The construction was finished nearly twenty years later when the "heart" of 
the treasury – the Chapel of the Holy Cross situated in the Great tower – was consecrated in 1365. With the outbreak of the 
Hussite Wars, the Czech coronation jewels were moved to the castle and were kept there for almost two centuries, with some 
short-time breaks.

The castle underwent several reconstructions: in late Gothic style after 1480, in Renaissance style in the last quarter of the 
16th century and finally a neo-Gothic reconstruction between 1887 and 1899 carried out by Josef Mocker that gave the castle 
the present look.

Description
Individual buildings of the castle are situated at different height levels expressing their importance. Dominating on the hilltop 
is the 60m high and separately fortified Great tower built upon massive walls (4-6 m of thickness) that houses the Chapel of 
the Holy Cross. From there one can step down to the Marian tower, the five-storeyed Imperial palace and come to the Well 
tower and Burgrave's palace located at the lowest level.

Tourist attractions
Entirely unique is the original decoration of wall paintings dating back to the 14th century, the collection of 129 panel 
paintings by Master Theodoric in the Chapel of the Holy Cross, the largest portrait gallery of Czech rulers in the country, the 
exhibited replica of St. Wenceslas crown - the coronation crown of the Czech Kings as well as the unique castle well.

Kutná Hora 
is a city in the Czech Republic, in Central Bohemian Region of Bohemia.

History
The town of Kutná Hora owes its origin to the silver mines, the existence of which can be traced back to the first part of the 
13th century. The city developed with great rapidity, and at the outbreak of the Hussite Wars in 1419 was next to Prague the 
most important in Bohemia, having become the favourite residence of several of the Bohemian kings. It was here that, on 
January 18, 1419, Wenceslaus IV signed the famous Decree of Kutná Hora, by which the Czech nation was given three votes 
in the elections to the faculty of Prague University as against one for the three other "nations" (more details).

In 1420 the emperor Sigismund made the city the base for his unsuccessful attack on the Taborites; Kutná Hora was taken by 
Jan Žižka, and after a temporary reconciliation of the warring parties was burned by the imperial troops in 1422, to prevent its 
falling again into the hands of the Taborites. Žižka none the less took the place, and under Bohemian auspices it awoke to a 
new period of prosperity. In 1541 the richest mine was hopelessly flooded; in the insurrection of Bohemia against Ferdinand I 
the city lost all its privileges; repeated visitations of the plague and the horrors of the Thirty Years' War completed its ruin. 
Half-hearted attempts after the peace to repair the ruined mines failed; the town became impoverished, and in 1770 was 
devastated by fire. The mines were abandoned at the end of the 18th century.

http://www.pragjesu.info/


Architecture
Amongst its most important buildings are the Gothic five-naved St. Barbara's Cathedral, begun in 1368, and the Cathedral of 
Our Lady at Sedlec, both of which are World Heritage Sites. The Italian Court, formerly a royal residence and mint, was built 
at the end of the 13th century, and the Gothic Stone Haus, which since 1902 has served as a museum, contains one of the 
richest archives in the country. The Gothic St. James Cathedral, with its 83 metre tower, is another prominent building. The 
city's suburbs include the Sedlec Ossuary.
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http://www.ropid.cz/en/maps.htm Current public transport maps and schemes (main: http://www.ropid.cz )
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